HALF A CENTURY OF SMALL WARS       263
began to land at Suez. While the remainder of the troops and
stores were being disembarked and preparations being taken in
hand for the next stage of the advance, our advanced force at
Kassassin was twice sharply attacked and had to fight hard to
hold its own. After the second of his onslaughts had been
repulsed the enemy, now some 12,000 strong, fell back to his
entrenched lines at Tel-el-Kebir, and there awaited our advance.
The position was so formidable that Wolseley, after careful
reconnaissance, resolved to approach it under cover of night
and deliver his assault at dawn. The preliminary measures,
on which success in such an enterprise so largelv depends, were
admirably elaborated ; the whole affair went forward without a
hitch, and with the first grey of morning on September 13 the
Egyptians, who kept but a careless watch, were swept out of
their defences at the bayonet's point, and utterly dispersed.
Thirty-six hours later the British cavalry, appearing out of the
desert before the gates of Cairo, received the surrender of the
city and the 10,000 men garrisoning it, together with the sword
of Arabi himself; and before the end of the month all the
hostile detachments in the Nile valley had laid down their arms.
The Khedive's authority was re-established under the aegis of
British troops, who remained in the country pending the return
of more settled conditions. This virtual occupation of Egypt
was destined to last for forty years, in fact till our own day, and
incidentally to involve England in the thorny question of the
Sudan.
2. The earlier Sudan Expeditions, 1884-1885.—Control of
the Sudan had been slipping from the Egyptian Government's
hands ever since the rise of the Moslem prophet, known as the
Mahdi, in 1881. All attempts to put down his fanatical
followers by force of arms had failed, and finally his power was
established on a permanent basis as the result of his annihilation
of Hicks' army near El Obeid in October 1883. Shortly after-
wards Osman Digna, the chief of the Arabs dwelling in the area
between Suakin and Berber, declared for the Mahdi, put to
the sword all the Egyptian garrisons in that district and utterly
defeated an army of relief under Baker, The British Govern-
ment, unwilling to tolerate Mahdism on the shores of the Red
Sea, at once authorised the despatch of a force of 4000 men
under Graham to Suakin. At the same time, at the request of
the Khedive's Government, the services of Gordon, who had
had previous experience of the Soudan and enjoyed a high
reputation as a leader of lost causes, were loaned for the purpose
of withdrawing the Egyptian garrisons from the country. It
is difficult to imagine a more unsuitable selection for such a
task, which it is doubtful if Gordon ever made any serious

